76                   ILLUSIONS OF PERCEPTION.

said to introduce an.exceptional state of things into the
spectator's environment. It imitates, by means of two
flat drawings, the dissimilar retinal pictures projected
by a single solid receding object, and the lenses through
which the eyes look are so constructed as to compel
them to converge as though looking on a single object
And so powerful is the tendency to interpret this im-
pression as one of solidity, that even though we are
aware of the presence of the stereoscopic apparatus,
we cannot help seeing the two drawings as a single
solid object.

In the case of more remote objects, there is no
dissimilarity of the retinal pictures or feelings of con-
vergence to assist the eye in determining distance.
Here its judgment, which now becomes more of a pro-
cess of conscious inference, is determined by a number
of circumstances which, through experience and asso-
ciation, have become the signs of differences of depth
in space. Among these are the degree of indistinctness
of the impression, the apparent or retinal magnitude (if
the object is a familiar one),, the relations of linear per-
spective, as the interruption of the outline of far objects
by that of near objects, and so on. In a process so com-
plicated there is clearly ample room for error, and wrong
estimates of distance whenever unusual circumstances
are present are familiar to all. Thus, the inexperienced
English tourist, when in the clear atmosphere of Swit-
zerland, where the impressions from distant objects are
more distinct than at home, naturally falls into the
illusion that the mountains are much nearer than they
are, and so fails to realize their true altitude*